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	Important note regarding Electronic Medical Record:
This Policy/Procedure/Guideline (PPG) has been identified as being impacted/affected by the introduction of the Electronic Medical Record. This will be reflected in the next scheduled revision of this document, or earlier if indicated. Please take this into account when reading this document.



	 AUTONUM   Intent

Western Health recognises the importance of research to the provision of high quality health care.  It is committed to ensuring that research activities, including clinical trials, are conducted according to best practice guidelines and legislative responsibilities and that the welfare and rights of research participants are respected and protected.



	 AUTONUM   Outcomes

Policy Statement

Western Health will:

2.1 Conduct all research and ensure that research undertaken by its academic partners on campus will be conducted in accordance with National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Humans Research (2007), the Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes (2004), the Western Health Research Code of Conduct 2018 and relevant legislation.

2.2 Facilitate and promote appropriate research within Western Health.

2.3 Maintain robust systems for the governance and management of research including:
· Approval of research projects by a properly constituted research and ethics committee;

· Approval of quality assurance activities by appropriate mechanisms;

· Compliance with legislative requirements;

· Disclosure of conflicts of interest;

· Reporting and investigation of adverse events;

· Maintenance and audit of appropriate records;

· Systems to protect privacy and confidentiality.

2.4 Monitor the outcomes of research including completion of projects, publications and communications.

2.5 Support the advancement of knowledge and understanding of research through education and training.

2.6 Ensure that all NHMRC grant funding supporting health and medical research conducted by Western Health, and any accrued interest, remains available to support research activities in accordance with NHMRC Deeds of Agreement.



	 AUTONUM   Applicability 

This policy applies to all Western Health employees, agents of Western Health and any entity conducting research on its behalf or on Western Health patients, their data and/or samples.



	 AUTONUM   Accountability

Accountability:

· Individuals or groups undertaking research within Western Health are accountable to the Western Health Board of Management, under the Western Health Governance structure. The Western Health Board of Management is accountable to the Minister of Health, who is the community’s elected representative.

· The Western Health Board of Management is accountable for maintaining, via the Western Health Executive Team, an Office for Research [or similar administrative structure] that provides direction and leadership in relation to research matters, undertakes monitoring and auditing activities, liaises with relevant Research and Ethics and Clinical Governance committees, encourages learning about and participation in research activities among all staff and reports the outcomes of research at the Health Service level.
· The Executive Team, Divisional Directors and Clinical Services Directors are responsible for working with the Office for Research to ensure that, where appropriate, systems are in place to promote and monitor research activities within Divisions.

· All Managers are responsible for ensuring that relevant staff receive education, training or experience necessary to implement the requirements of this policy.

· All Directors of Departments in receipt of any NHMRC grant funding supporting health and medical research are responsible for ensuring that the funds awarded, and any interest accrued from these funds, are used and managed as per the corresponding, approved Deed of Agreement. 



	 AUTONUM   Associated Procedures/Instructions
In support of this procedure, the following Manuals, Policies, Instructions, Guidelines, and/or Forms apply:

Code

Name

NHMRC Deed of Agreement version 4 (NHMRC Research Funding Schemes)

NHMRC Deed of Agreement version 5 (NHMRC Researcher Support Schemes)

Western Health Research Code of Conduct 2018



	 AUTONUM   Definitions

For purposes of this procedure, unless otherwise stated, the following definitions/abbreviations shall apply:

Research
Is the systematic collection of information to test an hypothesis; a planned study of existing practices with a view to changing or improving practice in light of the study’s findings and/or to increase understanding or the administration and analysis of data in response to surveys, interviews, questionnaires or opinion polling. 
Researcher
Anyone undertaking research activities as defined above.

NHMRC
National Health and Medical Research Council



	 AUTONUM   References
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